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Agenda

• Need for drinking water protection

• Development of DWPP

• Implementation of DWPP
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GSI Water Solutions, Inc.

Current Drinking Water Sources
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• Tributaries to Yachats 
River

• Reedy Creek
• Primary water supply

• Salmon Creek
• Secondary supply during 

summer low flows



GSI Water Solutions, Inc.

Drinking Water Sources
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Reedy CreekSalmon Creek• Reedy Creek
• US Forest 

Service
• Salmon Creek

• USFS 
headwaters

• Private forestry
• City lands



GSI Water Solutions, Inc.

Need for Drinking Water Protection

Water quantity
•Low summer streamflow
•Tourism and seasonal residents
•Flows for fish

Water quality
•Turbidity
•Chemical contaminants
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GSI Water Solutions, Inc.

Need for Drinking Water Protection
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Reedy Creek
3 NTU

Salmon Creek
1000+ NTU



GSI Water Solutions, Inc.

Developing a DWPP

• DEQ recommended developing a 
DWPP

• Grant from OHA in 2019
• DWPP development 2020-2021

• Source Water Assessment
• Stakeholder team and public 

engagement
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GSI Water Solutions, Inc.

DWPP Team

• Over 20 members
• Local residents and 
organizations

• Technical expertise from 
agencies

• Conservation groups
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GSI Water Solutions, Inc.

DWPP Components

Risk assessment

Strategies

Implementation plan

Contingency plan

Future water sources
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GSI Water Solutions, Inc.

Identifying and Prioritizing Risks
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Forestry Practices Agriculture

Natural Hazards

Municipal and Residential



GSI Water Solutions, Inc.

Strategies to Address Risks

Communications 
and advocacy

Public education 
and technical 

assistance
Critical area 
protection

Municipal 
policies and 

infrastructure 
management

Plan and 
program 

development
Monitoring 
programs

Contamination 
prevention

Watershed 
restoration 

support
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GSI Water Solutions, Inc.

Implementation Plan

• Activities to implement 
strategies

• Five fiscal years (emphasis 
on first two)

• Funding sources
• Potential partners
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GSI Water Solutions, Inc.

Contingency Plan

• Short-term and long-term 
response to loss or 
reduction of water supply

• Prioritization of water usage
• Incident response
• Curtailment and 

conservation measures
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GSI Water Solutions, Inc.

Future Water Sources

• Yachats River
• Water right held in reserve
• Some similar risks, some 

new risks
• Agriculture, residential

• Strategies
• Outreach, septic system 

and well programs, 
monitoring, restoration
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DWPP Implementation



Plan Approved in 2021!

• Implementation Grant 
from OHA
• Education and outreach
• Water conservation 

ordinances
• DWPP monitoring plan



GSI Water Solutions, Inc.

Education and Outreach
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GSI Water Solutions, Inc.

Education and Outreach

• Flyers
• Residents, landowners, realtors, agencies, other water 

providers, landscapers, rental property owners
• Postcards

• Water conservation
• Website content
• Communications guide
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GSI Water Solutions, Inc.

Water Conservation Ordinances
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GSI Water Solutions, Inc.

Water Conservation Ordinances

• Reduce pressure on water supplies
• Research other communities’ ordinances and codes
• Public meetings
• Indoor conservation

• State plumbing code and EPA WaterSense
• Short term rentals

• Outdoor conservation
• Preventing water waste
• Water-wise landscape design
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GSI Water Solutions, Inc.

Monitoring Plan
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GSI Water Solutions, Inc.

Monitoring Plan

• Turbidity
• Temperature
• Streamflow
• Inspections of channel and riparian conditions
• Photo monitoring
• Sampling after storms and forestry activities
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Thank you! Rick McClung
Rick@YachatsMail.org

Suzanne de Szoeke
sdeszoeke@gsiws.com
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